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September 23, 1996

96-204
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
SHANK COMPLETES TERM ON NATIONAL COUNCIL
CHARLESTON

Kathlene Shank of Mattoon, professor and

chairperson of the Department of Special Education at Eastern
Illinois University, has completed a one-year term as president
of the Teacher Education Division of the Council for Exceptional
Children.
The Teacher Education Division is a professional organization with more than 3,100 members in the United States and
Canada.

It advocates quality professional preparation and

professional development of special education personnel.

Univer-

sity faculty preparing personnel to work with individuals with
exceptionalities comprise the membership.
Under Shank's leadership, the organization has been active
in efforts with national legislators as laws governing special
education in public schools have been reauthorized and funding
levels for next fiscal year have been determined.
She has served on the council's Teacher Education Executive
Board since 1990.

Additional roles she has fulfilled include

member-at-large, vice president and president-elect.
-more-

FILE COPY

SHANK

ADD 1/1/1/1
As President, Shank presided over the 18th annual fall
convention in Honolulu, Hawaii, and over the spring annual
meetings in Orlando, Fla.

The spring meetings were held in

conjunction with the Council for Exceptional Children national
meeting involving over 7,000 special education professionals.
Shank's fellow professionals have cited her leadership in a
difficult political climate for keeping the organization vibrant
and focused.

They have commended her for her excellent communi-

cation and leadership skills.
Eastern's Alpha Chapter of Sigma Rho Epsilon presented Shank
with the 1996 Order of Omega award at its spring activation
dinner.
The award was made in honor of her outstanding service in
the field of special education.
Sigma Rho Epsilon is a student honorary organization recognizing scholarship, leadership and service.
Shank received a master's degree in education from Eastern
in 1968 and a doctorate in education from the University of
Illinois in 1976.
She taught in Sullivan consolidated schools before joining
the Eastern faculty.
She is married to Douglas Shank, owner of Shank Road Oil and
Culver Company in Mattoon.

She is the daughter-in-law of Leona

Shank and the late, long-time Sullivan resident, Owen Shank.
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